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Amalgamated Bank Plays Key Role in 

Presenting 2013 Queens World Film Festival 
 

Celebration of Independent Filmmaking Opens at the Museum of the Moving Image on March 5  

Queens, New York (February XX, 2013) – For the third consecutive year, Amalgamated Bank is providing many 

resources that will help make the 2013 Queens World Film Festival (QWFF), which celebrates the spirit of 

independent filmmaking, a roaring success.  

The Festival’s Co-Directors Katha and Don Cato and their team have spent months and countless hours reviewing 

and selecting independent films for the 2013 QWFF. And, they say the quality of the independent films this year 

is superb in every way − story line, casting, art director, location, filming, sound, and editing.   

Film enthusiasts can choose from over 100 innovative films that were made by filmmakers from as far away as 

Australia and from as nearby as Brooklyn and Queens. The 2013 QWFF will run from Tuesday, March 5 to 

Sunday, March 10.  

In addition to the traditional viewing locations in Astoria, Jackson Heights and Elmhurst, the Festival is 

expanding to screenings to include  Long Island City. The gala Opening Night on March 5 will be at the 

magnificent Museum of the Moving Image, which is at 36-01 35th Avenue in Astoria.  During the opening 

celebration, the Festival will recognize two Spirit of Queens honorees: Academy Award nominated actress and 

70's icon Karen Black and N.Y. C. Council Member Jimmy Van Bramer (District 26) who is also Chair of the 

Council’s Committee on Cultural Affairs.   

The Festival, which is becoming a world-class event, will screen 104 films that were made in locales around the 

world, and there are 19 productions by Queens filmmakers. The Festival also includes industry panels, special 

screening events, and the popular, youth-oriented workshops with award-winning director Don Cato. 

QWFF concludes on Sun. March 10 with a special showcase of the Festival’s winning films at the Secret Theatre. 

And this year, the best films will be eligible for encore screenings as part of the extremely popular Long Island 

City Arts Open. Also, LGBT Films will be featured in an encore screening during the Queens Pride free film 

series. 

To maximize the Festival’s audience, which grew last year to 3,006 attendees from 1,600 in the first year, this 

year’s program will feature thematic blocks. The themes include: “Off the Beaten Path,” “Men are Dogs,” “A 

Fork in the Reality,” “Tales of Peace,” and many others. So, anyone who purchases a ticket will get to view each 

film in a specific block – instead of any individual film. 

In announcing the Banks participation, Mrs. Cato said, “Amalgamated’s role as a Founding Sponsor is to help 

build the Festival’s brand image and increase its popularity by bringing our message to a wide range of people. 
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Equally important, the Bank and its local staff encourage businesses and organizations in local neighborhoods to 

support the Festival by becoming our advocates, champions, and supporters.” 

All attendees are encouraged to visit 2013 QWFF website: http://www.queensworldfilmfestival.com. At the site, 

people can purchase Festival passes and tickets, find out about special events, view the day-to-day schedule of 

films, and watch a trailer of the movies. The site includes information about each venue, its location, and when 

films can be screened. There are also details about the people who will participate on panels and workshops as 

well as discussions with the audience after the screenings.  

Schedule of Screenings and Venues during the 2013 QWFF 

March 5 beginning at 7:30 PM: Museum of the Moving Image, 36-01 35th Avenue in Astoria, party at Studio 
Square 
March 5-9: The Jackson Heights Cinema, 4031 82nd Street in Jackson Heights 
March 5-9: The Secret Theater, 4402 23rd Street, Long Island City 
March 6-9: Renaissance Charter School, 3559 81st Street in Flushing 

March 9: Awards and Closing Night Party at LIC Bar 
March 10: Encore Screenings of the winning films at  The Secret 
 

Ticket Prices for 2013 QWFF 

Festival pass that includes a VIP ticket to opening night is $75 

Festival pass without attendance at opening night is $50 

Tickets for a BLOCK of films are $10 for general admission and $6 for students and senior citizens (over 65 years 

of age) 

About the Queens World Film Festival  

Launched in 2011, The Queens World Film Festival prides itself in providing something for everyone – great 

films at multiple venues and solid and informative panels with opportunities to network, develop ideas and 

establish contacts. 

About Amalgamated Bank  

Established in 1923 by the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America and now owned by its successor 

organization, Workers United, Amalgamated Bank continues the progressive traditions of its founders as the only 

union-owned bank in the United States.  Chartered by New York State, Amalgamated Bank is an FDIC insured 

commercial bank. 

The Bank’s corporate divisions are Investment Management, Commercial Banking, Commercial Real Estate 

Finance, Amalgamated Capital, and Retail Banking.  Amalgamated has 25 retail branches including 20 in New 

York City, as well as branches in: Las Vegas, Nevada; Lyndhurst, New Jersey; Pasadena, California, and 

Washington, D.C  


