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6th Annual Queens World Film Festival Scheduled for March 15-20, 2016 

Submissions Deadline Dec. 7 
  
Nov 18, 2016, New York, NY -- The 6th Annual Queens World Film Festival (QWFF) returns to the 
Museum of the Moving Image, the Secret Theatre and PS 69 from March 15-20, 2016. With over 400 films 
already submitted from across the globe -- including Spain, Korea, Bangladesh and 30 other countries – 
the 2016 edition promises an exciting and provocative line-up.  Submissions remain open until midnight 
(Eastern Standard Time) December 7th.  A festival kick-off event is planned for January 20 when the 
QWFF Artistic Director Don Cato will announce the final selections. 
  
QWFF challenges whatever notions of provinciality one has for a festival in the “outer boroughs” with a 
commitment to ideas. In 2014, the festival premiered the Director’s cut of Josh Oppenheimer’s Oscar-
nominated, The Act of Killing; and in 2015 QWFF honored Leon Ichaso and screened his 
heartbreaking Bitter Sugar as a tribute to IndieCollect and its work in finding, cataloging and preserving 
independent films. 
  
Another distinguishing element is the curatorial practice of QWFF Artistic Director Don Cato. Cato groups 
films  in thematic blocks with evocative titles and assigns a host to facilitate post-show discussions. The 
Festival aims to engage audiences with targeted outreach to the demographically diverse communities that 
comprise the borough of Queens. 
  
Alumni are not automatically accepted, and names are no guarantee either. The real stars of the festival 
are the films. “It’s about surrendering to the films, without looking for familiar names, titles, scores. It’s 
about creating the right context for personal, intimate films grouped together for a cinematic experience 
you will not get anywhere else on the planet,” states Cato.  Last year Cato curated a midnight block: “NC-17 
– Hetero and Homo,” pairing L.E. Salas’s shame dream Death Drive with Jaime Fidalgo’s Marionete Ciega, 
about a puppeteer’s penance. Another block, called “Ever Onward,” showcased an animated short, two 
narrative shorts, and a documentary short. These wildly divergent films provided a poignant look at our 
ability to change, to adapt, to survive. 
  
The Festival’s Executive Director, Katha Cato, defines the ethos that makes QWFF so compelling: “From 
the beginning of time we have gathered in darkened caves around flickering lights to share our stories. 
We’ve upgraded the caves, the flickering lights are now zeroes and ones, but the impulse to gather, to tell 
our stories, remains. When we look at a QWFF film, we see that artists and audiences all over the globe 
are finding exciting ways to tell stories, both old and new. We are proud to be part of that conversation.” 
  
Festival Sponsors include Kaufman Astoria Studios and the Investors Bank Foundation. 
  
The Queens World Film Festival is organized by Queens World Film Initiative, Inc., a non-profit 501(c) 3 
organization. 
  
In addition to putting on the annual Queens World Film Festival, the organization does year-round 
programming at venues throughout the borough.  Its other signature programs include the Encore and Old 
Spice screening series, and the Young Filmmakers training program. An indiegogo campaign is currently 
underway to provide support for the Young Filmmakers program and the Encore screenings.  
 
To submit a film and for more information, please visit: www.queensworldfilmfestival.com 
                                    
 
 


