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6
th

 Annual Queens World Film Festival (QWFF) March 15-20, 2016     Largest in Six-

year history, features 144 films  from 23 nations  

 

Feb 13th, 2016, New York, NY --    The 6th Annual Queens World Film Festival (QWFF) returns to 
the Museum of the Moving Image(MOMI) in Astoria, Queens, NY, and three other venues, the Secret 
Theatre, PS 69  and All Saints’ Episcopal Church from  March 15-20, 2016.  
 
144 films from 23 countries will be screened over 6 days including films from Iran, Haiti, Nepal, 
Germany, England and Finland.  Featuring 29 world premieres, 22 US premieres, 38 feature length 
and 85 short films (Narratives, Documentaries, LGBTQ, Animation and Family friendly) with 29 
filmmakers from Queens, 42 female directors and 30 female producers. 
 
The Festival awards prizes in all categories for those films in competition. The winners will be 
announced at the closing ceremony to be held Sunday, March 20th, in MOMI’s  Redstone Theater. 
 
The closing night film, shown out of competition is Susan Seidelman's 1982 movie, 
Smithereens.    Smithereens was the first American independent feature to be shown in the Official 
Competition at the Cannes Film Festival. The international rights to Smithereens were recently 
acquired by SHOUT! Factory (shoutfactory.com), and later this year the film will be released into the 
physical DVD and digital market by The Criterion Collection.   
 
The Queens World Film Festival engages audiences with targeted outreach to the diverse 
communities that comprise the borough of Queens.  QWFF Artistic Director Don Cato  underlines 
this: "This year's films come from many of the countries whose diasporas are represented in Queens, 
and they promise to move and entertain our audiences. There are tender films, heartbreaking films, 
and several works that are extremely provocative, even disturbing. Taken as a whole, I feel this year's 
selection ties us into discussions people are having around the world." 
  

Cato programs the films in thematic blocks with evocative titles, and each program is followed by a 
post-screening dialogue. Alumni are not automatically accepted, and names are no guarantee either. 
The real stars are the films themselves. “It’s about surrendering to the cinema experience, without 
looking for familiar names, titles, scores. It’s about creating the right context for personal, intimate 
discoveries you will not find anywhere else on the planet,” states Cato.  
  

The Festival’s Executive Director, Katha Cato, defines the ethos that makes QWFF so compelling. 
“From the beginning of time we have gathered in darkened caves around flickering lights to share our 
stories. We’ve upgraded the caves, the flickering lights are now zeroes and ones, but the impulse to 
gather, to tell our stories, remains. When we look at a QWFF film, we see that artists and audiences 
all over the globe are finding exciting ways to tell stories, both old and new. We are proud to be part 
of that conversation.” 
 
Each year, the Queens World Film Festival (QWFF) pays tribute to an outstanding filmmaker for his 
or her body of work. This year's "Spirit of Queens" Award goes to independent film director Melvin 
Van Peebles. Peebles is an American actor, director, screenwriter, playwright, novelist, painter and 
composer. Successful in every medium, Van Peebles is most famous for his movie Sweet 
Sweetback's Baadasssss Song , which heralded a new era of African-American cinema. It will be 
screened on the evening of March 16 at the Museum of the Moving Image (MOMI) in Astoria, 



Queens, followed by a Q&A with the legendary Mr. Peebles, moderated by MoMI trustee Warrington 
Hudlin, founder of the Black Filmmaker Foundation. 
  
Queens World Film Festival sponsors include Investors Bank Foundation, Kaufman Astoria Studios, 
Queens Council on the Arts, Council Member Daniel Dromm and Council Member Jimmy Van 
Bramer, and The Queens Post. 
  
In addition to producing the annual Queens World Film Festival, the organization programs films year-
round at a variety of borough venues through its “Encore” and “Old Spice” screening series, and 
through its “Young Filmmakers” training program.  
  
The Queens World Film Festival is a program of the Queens World Film Initiative, Inc., a non-profit 
501(c) 3 organization. 
  

Screeners, filmmaker interviews and photos are available.  
 

For Press credentials please e-mail- press queensworldfilmfestival.com 
 

  Full Festival passes and Individual Tickets are now on sale on line. For the full schedule and to view 
trailers please visit:  www.queensworldfilmfestival.com 

  
  
Katha Cato,Director Queens World Film Festival  like us on Facebook, love us in real life. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Queens-World-Film-Festival/131152030233616 @queensworldfilm 

www.queensworldfilmfestival.com 

http://www.lonelyplanet.com/north-america/travel-tips-and-articles/best-in-the-us-2015 

GOLDEN  
Directed by Kai Stänick, Germany 3 minutes 

A tale of being different - and growing up. 

PERFECT HOUSEGUEST 

Directed by Max Porter & Ru Kuwahata, United States, 2min 

A house is visited by a clean, organized, well-mannered guest. 

FUCKING HIM 

Directed by C.o. Moed & Adrian Garcia Gomez, USA, 2 

Love and fucking may sometimes be the same. But not when it counts 

OBLIVION SEASON 

Directed by Abbas Rafei, Iran, 94 minutes  

An ex-prostitute marries her love, but leaving the shadow of her dark past is not as easy as it seems. 

 

 


