
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Media Contact: Katha Cato kathacato@gmail.com 718-429-2579 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

July 8, New York, NY - The 9th Annual Queens World Film Festival (QWFF) is 

open for submissions and prepared to return to the Museum of the Moving 

Image and Kaufman Astoria Studios for 11 days: March 21 – 31, 2019. 

 

SUBMISSIONS ARE OPEN 
for the  

9th ANNUAL QUEENS WORLD FILM FESTIVAL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poised to turn 9 in 2019, the Queens World Film Festival has developed a global identity 

as a film festival dedicated to discovering the best in truly Indie Cinema. Film Freeway 

recently ranked QWFF as the 13th best-rated film festival in the world and the best-

rated film festival in New York City out of a field of 7,000+ festivals.  

 

QWFF 8 (March 15 – 25, 2018) screened 189 films from 36 countries, 65 films by 

women and 14 films by young people under the age of 14.   

 

At QWFF, the films are the stars and that is why the Daily News called it a “Must see 

event!”. Further Paste Magazine placed QWFF in the top 8 destination festivals in 

North America: “Each March, the Queens World Film Festival, headquartered at the 

high-tech Museum of the Moving Image, presents not-to-be-missed movies.”  

 

Is it any wonder that the 2018 attendance at the 8th annual festival was up 21%? 

 

Full submission instructions can be found at the QWFF website: 

Queensworldfilmfestival.com or go to WithoutaBox.com or Filmfreeway.com. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

QWFF is a progressive festival, featuring films that tackle issues ripped from the 

headlines including immigration, environment, health, race relations, freedom of speech, 

civil rights and more representing a vast array of countries from around the world and 

around the corner.  
 

Submissions opened June 15, 2018 and will remain open through November 26 and are 

already off to a strong start as entries from France, Nepal, Taiwan, India, Iran, Canada, 

Brooklyn, the Bronx, Manhattan and Queens have arrived. 
 

Queens, NY is the “World’s Borough” with over 150 languages and dialects spoken here. 

The Queens World Film Festival has an audience for films from anywhere on the planet.  
 

The festival’s signature thematic programming takes the audience on a cinematic 

journey and each screening is followed by a Q&A with the filmmakers. 
 

After the screenings, audiences can explore our culturally rich and diverse 

neighborhoods including Astoria where they can sip Ouzo while enjoying grilled octopus 

or test out Yukgaejang in Flushing’s Koreatown.  
 

A festival kick-off party is planned for January 19th, when QWFF Artistic Director Don 

Cato will announce the final selections, the 2019 Honorees, the nominees, sponsors and 

other exciting elements of the festival.  
 

Building on the strong relationship between the festival the Museum of the Moving Image 

QWFF has brought thousands of people to Queens. “Clearly, the festival has become 

our home town festival and its rightful home is here, at the museum” - Carl Goodman, 

the Executive Director of Museum of the Moving Image. 
 

To date Festival Sponsors include Kaufman Astoria Studios, Museum of the Moving 

Image, Investors Bank Foundation, Queens Council on the Arts, Council Member 

Jimmy Van Bramer, INKTip and Seed & Spark.  
 

The Queens World Film Initiative (QWFI) is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization located 

in Queens, NY with the mission to provide multiple forums to advance public 

participation in film screenings by using traditional and alternative screening locations 

and venues, focusing on high quality Indie films that take on compelling themes. 
  

For more information: Katha Cato at kathacato@gmail.com 

 


