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The Queens World Film Initiative, Inc. is a 
501c3 non-profit organization that hosts the 
annual Queens World Film Festival (QWFF), 
year round Encore Screenings and Media Arts 
Programs for youth, seniors and the general 
public.  

Since 2011 QWFF has discovered, promoted 
and screened important films that reflect and 
transform our world.

Entering year seven, QWFF’s partnership 
with the Museum of the Moving Image and 
the community of the Kaufman Arts District 
continues to expand and the festival now 
occupies MoMI for an entire week, including 
opening and closing nights, an exciting Awards 
Ceremony and  Winner’s Circle Encore Screenings 
of festival winners.

“We program inclusively, mixing genres, countries 
and tone to create the ideal cinematic experience.”

– Don Cato, Artistic Director

“I have been to over 70 festivals around the world and there is nothing 
quite like the Queens World Film Festival.“

Elliot Cowan 
Director: The Stressful Adventures of Boxhead & Roundhead



queens world film festival20173
The 6th Annual Queens World Film Festival (March 14 – 20) was the 
most ambitious yet, running for 6 days on 5 screens in 4 venues with 
144 films from 23 nations. 

Festival Week 2016 kicked off with an exciting opening night at the 
Museum of the Moving Image with a roster of films that gave our 
audience a glimpse ahead of the week to come. On the following 
night maverick Director Melvin Van Peebles received the 2016 
Spirit of Queens Award and screened his groundbreaking and still 
challenging feature Sweet Sweetback’s Baadasssss Song. On closing 
night, as part of the annual tribute to IndieCollect and their mission 
to document and preserve the work of independent filmmakers, 
renowned Director Susan Seidelman screened Smithereens to an 
enthusiastic capacity crowd. 

QWFF 6 welcomed over 4,150 guests to a robust lineup of Indie 
films by international and local  filmmakers. Queens neighborhoods, 
restaurants and hotels bustled with visitors and festival attendees, 
who also enjoyed generous Festival Week Specials from our 
hospitality partners. 

Our ancillary programming (Encore Screenings, Old Spice 
Screenings and Young Filmmakers Programs) drew another 6,000 attendees to screening events in 
NYC parks and beaches, Queens Colleges and Cultural Institutions, youth and senior centers and other 
alternative venues.

QWFF 7 (March 14 – 19, 2017) will recognize new partners and collaborators and offer up another 
thrilling roster of indie films. When you join us, expect to be moved and inspired by the artistic vision of 
the talented filmmakers from around the world and from those who call Queens home.

Gather with us to celebrate innovative & creative indie 
filmmaking in the ‘World’s borough’.

“The Queens World Film Festival shows an amount of love for
filmmakers which is unrivaled.”

Faiyaz Jafri
Director: Planet Utero
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The Queens World Film Festival 
discovers and screens important INDIE 
films while serving as a vital resource 

and outlet for risk-taking artists. 

Tom in America starring Burt Young and Sally Kirkland. 
Directed by Flavio Alves.

“The communication, support and level of 
professionalism before, during and after the 

festival was truly remarkable.”
Justin K. Staley

Director: Wyldflower 
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The festival enthuses and inspires 

audienceS and helps to develop the NEXT 
generation of filmmakers. 

H.O.M.E. starring Jesus Ochoa, directed by Daniel Maldonado.

Reunification by Alvin Tsang

by Dan Hendrick
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QWFF Artistic Director and Filmmaker Don Cato coordinates the Young Filmmakers Program which 
brings filmmakers and industry professionals into PS 69Q in Jackson Heights Queens to produce several 
short films with the school’s 5th grade Inclusion class. 

The Young Filmmakers Program immerses students in the film production experience making sure that 
every student fully participates in the collaborative nature of film making. Filmmaker Mentors support the 
students through the writing, casting and preparing their short films. Costumes and props are handmade, 
locations around the school building are dressed and the entire school community gets involved.  
When production starts, the students rotate through production roles experiencing that rare sense of 
community that thrives on a film set. When the films are finished, they are premiered at a ‘mauve carpet’ 
event to standing room only crowds during festival week.

“THIS JUST MIGHT BE ONE OF THE COOLEST THINGS WE DO.”
- Richard Calvache, Filmmaker Mentor

CREATING THE FILMMAKERS OF TOMORROW

“My experience at the Queen’s World Film Festival has inspired me as a 
filmmaker to go beyond the ambitions of the norm.”

Benjamin Tran, Director: Duality (Winner: Best Young Filmmaker)
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After the festival in March, QWFF produces Encore Screenings throughout Queens extending the life of 
festival films. Encore Screening season runs from April through December at venues that include cultural 
institutions,  the Rockaway beaches, NYC parks, and community centers. There is truly something special 
about the community gathering to enjoy Indie films under the stars.

ENCORE! ENCORE!
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145145
Screening Events

10,000+10,000+
Attendees

2016 QWFF BY THE NUMBERS

ONE MILLIONONE MILLION
Social Media Visitors

Media Impressions across local, national and international publications
FIVE MILLIONFIVE MILLION

61%61%
Attendees from 
Outside Queens
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Brown Paper Tickets, PayPal.

125%125%
 Increase in  Films by Women

Increase in World Premiers 
93%93%

Increase in submissions
137%137%

Increase in Global Media Coverage
133%133%

Returning Sponsors and Advertisers
100%100%

Increase in Festival Attendees
38%38%

growth from 2015 to 2016
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"You really haven’t seen 
New York, until you have 

visited Queens.”
Melinda Katz

Queens Borough President

Why Queens?
• The most ethnically diverse urban area in the world with 2.3 

million residents from over 120 countries. 

• Extensive transportation services including major bus and subway 
hubs and home to 2 major airports serving NYC.

• The NYC Film & Television industry creates about 130,000 jobs 
and contributes over $9B to the NYC economy annually with 
Queens exhibiting the most rapid expansion in production 
services at the Kaufman Astoria Studios and Silvercup Studios. 

• In 2013, 12.4 million visitors experienced more than 60 Queens 
cultural institutions, sporting events and literally hundreds of 
restaurants. There are 112 hotels in the borough. For the last 2 
years, 2.5M visitors attended Mets games annually and in 2016 
the US Open drew an average daily attendance of more than 
65,000 over 14 days. 

• Film lovers can attend the prestigious Museum of the Moving 
Image in Astoria which screens over 400 Indie films a year or  the 
Cinemart in Kew Gardens running Sundance winners as well as 
first run blockbusters.  

• The 2013 Zagat’s survey included over 120 Queens eateries 
and in 2016 Yelp ranked Yaar Indian Restaurant in Astoria the #1 
restaurant in New York State.

• New developments are booming with 30 new projects launching 
in 2016 with 24,500 housing units and 12 new luxury hotels.

“In a world whose citizens so often clash along racial and cultural lines, I find 
hope for the future within the community of filmmakers whose stories are 
screened at the Queens World Film Festival. It’s an event where people with 
hugely diverse backgrounds seem intent on listening to each other. I was 

honored to be included in the conversation.”
Bill Torgerson 

Director: Christopher’s Garden and Associate Professor at St. John’s University

Sources: U.S. Census, the State Comptroller 
Office, NYC & Co. The Mayor’s Office of 

Media & Entertainment

"#1 Tourist Destination in the United States.”
– Lonely Planet, 2015
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New York State Govenor 
Andrew M. Cuomo

NY City Council Member 
Daniel Dromm, District 25

Chair - Committee on Education
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NY City Council Member 
Jimmy Van Bramer, District 26  

Majority Leader
Chair - Committee on Cultural Affairs

Queens Borough 
President 

Melinda Katz

QEDC Executive Director
Seth Bornstein

QEDC Director of Public 
Relationships 
Rob Mackay

and Queens Filmmakers  
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Sponsorship
Packages

$5,000
Hospitality Sponsor

Specific to the Annual 
Festival

$8,000
Festival Sponsor

Specific to the 
Annual Festival

$16,000 
Premium Sponsor

Specific to the Annual 
Festival & Selected Encore 

Screenings

$20,000
Official Sponsor

Year Round 
Sponsorship

Print & Digital 
Exposure

• Selected Step & 
Repeats

• Festival Sponsorship 
Reel 

• QWFF Website on 
sponsorship page

• Postcards, Posters & 
Flyers (25,000)

• Listed on the 
Sponsorship Page of 
the Festival Guide. 
(5,000+)

Plus 
• Selected banners, 

lobby cards
• Full Page Ad in 

Festival Guide

Plus
• Year Round sponsorship reel.
• Full Page ad in first ½ of the 

guide.
• Featured placement on 

QWFF Website

Plus
• Designated Step & 

Repeats 
• Prominently featured in 

QWFF Sizzle Reel
• All promotional materials
• Banner placement on 

QWFF Website
• Either Centerfold or 

Back Cover Ad in Festival 
Guide.

All Access 
Festival VIP 
Passes

• 8 VIP passes, including 
invites to all  parties, 
Industry and VIP 
events.

• 12 VIP passes • 16 VIP passes • 20 VIP passes

Media Access • Designated mention in 
all press releases

• Presence at:
• Press Mixer at 

MoMI
• Meet and Greets 

with Elected 
Officials

• VIP & FIlmmaker 
Events

Plus
• Attached to a 

specific screening 
and featured in 
appropriate press 
releases

Plus
• Attached to a venue and 

featured in appropriate press 
releases.

• Speaker at Press Mixer at 
MoMI

Plus
• Attached to all events & 

Venues.
• Associated with specific 

Awards
• Designated press 

releases
• Welcoming remarks at 

Press Mixer at MoMI

Venue Exposure • Acknowledged from 
the podium at all 
screenings

Plus
• Opportunity to host 

specific screening 
other than opening 
or closing night.

Plus
• Opportunity to host multiple 

screenings and other VIP 
events.

Plus
• Designated host across 

the entire festival

Product 
Placement/
Additional 
Branding 
Opportunities

• Product distribution to 
festival participants

• 100 for filmmakers
• 50 VIPS
• 80 Volunteer Festival 

Associates
• 6,000+ Festival 

Attendees

Plus
• 6,000+ Encore 

Screening 
Attendees

Plus
• Branding on tickets
• Association with specific 

award

Plus
• Association with QWFF 

Honorees
• Association with Awards

QWFF presents exciting opportunities for sponsorship participation. Perhaps one of these packages suits 
your needs or we can use this as a starting point for creating a graceful and rewarding collaboration. 

2017 QWFF SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2016 MEDIA SPONSORS

THANK YOU TO THE PRESS
BOTH LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL!



Queens World Film Festival Initiative, Inc.
74-15 34 Avenue

Jackson Heights, New York 11372
festival@queensworldfilmfestival.com
Registration Number: EIN 465631277

thank you to our 2016 partners

NYC Council Member Jimmy Van Bramer            NYC COUNCIL MEMBER DANNY DROMM




