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films from around the world & around the corner 

New York Community Bank helps Fund QWFI’s Young Filmmakers Program. Four 

Student Films to be Screened Thursday, March 16, 8:30 am at PS 69 in Jackson Heights. 

 
Queens, NY. 2/24/17- Thanks to the generous sponsorship from New York Community Bank QWFI was able to 

facilitate weekly visits to the 5th grade class to create 4 original short films on the theme of 'My character'. 

QWFI’s Young Filmmakers Program ran Sept. 2016 - Dec 2017 at PS 69 with the help of QWFF Filmmaker 

mentors Don Cato, Richard Calvache, Patti Lowenhaupt and Elizabeth Pasieczny. Each team wrote, created 

story boards, made their own costumes and props for the productions. The students worked crew positions and 

produced four very diverse short films which will be screened March 16, 8:30 am at PS 69 in Jackson Heights. 

The students will receive certificates and festival badges as well as 'mauve' carpet premier of their films.  

 

Katha Cato, Director of QWFI states “Being able to get cameras into children's hands is very important to the 

development of the next generation. Video production encourages team work, job readiness, sequencing skills 

and perhaps the most important benefit is the confidence these students develop from the experience. Working 

with New York Community Bank allows us to bring in great people and equipment. We applaud NYCB for 

recognizing that when you enable a child to imagine, you are contributing to the future.” 

 

“NYCB has had a long-standing commitment to education, and there is no doubt that the children at PS 69 

learned and have grown from their experience in this program” explained Kelly Maude Leung, SVP of 

Corporate Communications at New York Community Bank. “We are thrilled to support these talented young 

filmmakers and look forward to celebrating all they have accomplished at their films’ premier”. 

 

The Young Filmmakers Program brings QWFI Filmmaker Mentors to schools to work with students on 

producing short films. The curriculum is an immersion program that focuses on critical thinking skills, 

teamwork and STEM. Students are involved in script writing, acting and video production. At the public 

screenings, students share their experiences and receive a certificate of completion and filmmaker badges. This 

program puts cameras into the hands of children with interesting stories to tell and an incredible grasp of the 

technology and reveals the power of the moving image and how film and filmmaking is a large part of Queens’ 

history and future. 

 

In Manhattan, young people have greater access to programs designed to immerse them in the process of telling 

stories using the moving image. Queen’s schools and other organizations provide a limited number of programs 

for youngsters and are not adequately prepared to compete for seats in New York City high schools that offer 

filmmaking programs.  

 

Participants in the Young Filmmakers Program reflect the community associated with the host school. At PS 

69Q, the program serves a fifth-grade inclusion class and the screenings are shared with the school and 

neighboring community.  At PS 69Q, 49% of the families are Asian, 41% are Hispanic, 8% are White or Non-

Hispanic and 1% are Black.  
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Queens World Film Initiative (QWFI) is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization located in Queens, NY with the 

mission to provide multiple forums to advance public participation in film screenings by using traditional and 

alternative screening locations and venues. The organization focuses in particular on low-budget, quality films 

that have difficulty reaching an audience and that are entertaining and compelling.  

 

Katha Cato the Executive Director of QWFI and Artistic Director Don Cato launched QWFI in 2011 and the 

organization received its 501(c)(3) designation in 2014. QWFI’s mission is achieved by offering varied 

programs including the annual Queens World Film Festival (QWFF); Young Filmmakers Program for school-

aged children; Old Spice, which is a media arts program for senior citizens; and Encore Screenings. In FY2016 

(7/1/2015 – 6/31/2016) over 12,000 people of all ages and backgrounds attended QWFI programs.  

 

The QWFI leadership team is integral to our success. Don Cato has made over 125 films, including two 

features. Since 2004, Don has taught Advanced Directing, Screenwriting and Documentary Film Making at the 

Digital Film Academy in NYC. He is responsible for the aesthetic of the festival’s signature thematic 

programming and is the driving force behind the Young Filmmakers Program. Executive Director Katha Cato 

holds an MFA in Theatre and won two Backstage Magazine Bistro Awards and a Manhattan Association of 

Cabaret Award. Katha transitioned into the non-profit sector 22 years ago at the Henry Street Settlement where 

she served as the Director of After-School and Camp Services. In 2006, she was named an After-School 

Champion by NYSE and in 2015 recognized as a PASE setter for her innovative leadership.  

 

QWFF is presented in March at multiple Queens venues screening the best of submissions from countries all 

over the world. The 7th Annual QWFF (March 14-19, 2017) at the Museum of the Moving Image and PS 69Q   

screens 135 films from 25 nations. The festival is programmed into thematic blocks marketed to appropriate 

audiences, such as the LGBTQ community and communities with a high density of members who speak 

languages other than English. 

 

The Sponsorship from NYCB helps QWFI to continue to offer its quality film programs for NYC school 

children, providing them ample opportunity to enter the fastest growing industry in NYC.  

 

 

To learn more about NYCB’s commitment to community visit www.mynycb.com/community 

To learn more about QWFI please visit www.queensworldfilmfestival.com 

 


