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 8th Annual Queens World Film Festival (QWFF) Names “Spirit of 
Queens” honorees. Screens 189 films over the course of this year's 

Extended Festival March 15-25. 
 

 
Each year, the Queens World Film Festival pays tribute to an outstanding filmmaker for 

his or her body of work. This year's festival is awarding two "Spirit of 
Queens" Awards  to Queens native Jan Oxenberg and artist, activist, filmmaker Vincent 

Gagliostro, The festival will screen   IndieCollect’s new 4K restoration of Oxenberg’s 
genre-busting  film “Thank You and GoodNight,” at  the Museum of the Moving Image 

on March 20.  
 

On March 21, QWFF will give a second “Spirit of Queens” award to filmmaker Vincent 
Gagliostro, not only for his insightful and riveting film After Louie, starring the stunning 
Alan Cumming, but for the actions he has continuously taken on behalf of so many in 
the artistic community.  His call to turning fear into action, beginning in his early teens 
and continuing through his work today clearly resonates as a message that is timely. 
After Louie will be screened that same evening at the Museum of the Moving Image.     

 

Thank You and Goodnight premiered at the Sundance Film Festival in 1991, and won 

immediate acclaim for its combination of narrative and documentary elements and for its 

imaginative use of cardboard cutout characters. Amy Taubin, writing for the Village 

Voice, described the reaction of festival-goers: “Thank You and Goodnight choked up 

the self-consciously hip professional audience. Total strangers hung around the lobby 

long after the screening, sharing intensely personal anecdotes about death and dying.” 

 
IndieCollect is a non-profit organization that saves and restores American independent 
films so they can be seen in state-of-the-art digital formats.   Its Film Restoration 
Initiative is supported in part with funds from the Ford Foundation / Just Films and by 
Amazon Studios. The restoration of Thank You and Goodnight has also received 
support from the Ravenal Foundation.  
 
This year QWFF has an extended schedule to run for two weeks March 15-25, 2018. 

The Opening Night event for the Eighth Annual Queens World Film Festival will be 

presented by Investors Bank and will be held on Thursday, March 15, beginning at 7 

p.m. at the Museum of the Moving Image. The evening’s program will feature a block of 

stirring six, short films grouped under the title of “Emotional Punch.” The films are 

Atomic Mother, directed by L.E. Salas; You Deserve Everything, directed by Goran 

Stolevski; Bricklayer’s Poet, directed by Gino Cafarelli; Backstory, directed by Joschka 

Laukeniks; (Out) Caste, directed by Shilpi Shikha Agrawal; and Our Wonderful Nature, 

the Common Chameleon, directed by Tomer Eshed.   
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On March 25,  ‘Best of' Awards’ will be given in each category including Best Feature, 

Best Director, etc. with Honorable Mention awards in many categories along with two 

special awards from our new partners, The KODAK AWARD and The inktip AWARD. 

QWFF Artistic Director Don Cato states that  “This year’s submissions increased by 

43% and QWFF programmers screened hundreds and hundreds of films from 48 

nations. This year we have 189 incredible films from 36 nations with 19 world premieres 

including CRUISE, by Robert D. Siege (American screenwriter: The Onion Movie and 

The Wrestler, as well as the writer and director of Big Fan.) There are films from all 5 

boroughs and a ground breaking 65 films by women, 14 LGBTQ themed films, 14 films 

by Asian filmmakers including the award winning Queens filmmaker and QWFF alumni 

Patrick Chen who is returning with his short Confucius Plaza.“ 

The Queens World Film Festival engages audiences with targeted outreach to the 

diverse communities that comprise the borough of Queens. QWFF Artistic Director Don 

Cato states that  “this year’s submissions increased by 43% and programmers screened 

611 films from across the globe—including Spain, Argentina, Canada, German, Iran, 

Japan, Switzerland, Ireland, France, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, 

India, Iran, Ireland, Dominican Republic, Italy, Australia, Nepal, Netherlands, Turkey, 

UK and the US - with 37 submissions from Queens! 

Festival Sponsors include Investors Bank, Kaufman Astoria Studios, Queens 

Council on the Arts, New York Community Bank, Investors Bank Foundation and 

Queens Tourism. This project is made possible with funds from the Decentralized 

Program, a re-grant program of the New York State Council on the Arts with the support 

of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature and administered by 

the Queens Council on the Arts. 

Tickets are now on sale for all films  via queensworldfilmfestival.com.  The 

Queens World Film Festival is a program of the Queens World Film Initiative, Inc., a 

non-profit 501(c) 3 organization. 

 For full festival schedule and additional information 

see www.queensworldfilmfestival.org  

  

 
 
 
 

http://queensworldfilmfestival.com/
http://www.queensworldfilmfestival.org/

