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10th Annual Queens World Film Festival  

Screening Works by 200+ Indie Moviemakers March 19-29, 2020 
             

Investors Bank Presents Opening Night Event at Museum of the Moving Image 
 
Queens, New York (Feb. 18, 2020) – The 10th annual Queens World Film Festival (Queens World) will soon be 

here! Bringing a diverse range of international and local filmmakers together in Queens, and over ten days, a 

total of more than 200 original works of art across all genres of film will be screened throughout the borough of 

Queens, enriching our lives by illuminating new perspectives and eroding the barriers that exist between us.   

 

The 2020 Queens World Film Festival runs from March 19th through March 29th and all films will be screened at 

either the Museum of the Moving Image or Kaufman Studios, both conveniently located in Astoria, Queens.  

For more details about the Festival’s special events, list of films, show times, tickets and the “Sizzle Reel” visit 

the website: queensworldfilmfestival.com. 

 

Marking the festival’s 10-year anniversary, Queens World Executive Director Katha Cato said: “At Queens 

World, we love maverick filmmakers of all orientations, ethnicity, backgrounds and cultures. This is a tough 

time politically and it’s a tough time for our planet. For the last 10 years we have carved out a small slice of 

solace, by helping indie filmmakers hold up a mirror to show us who we are, what we have done and who we 

could be.”  

 

“It hasn’t been an easy go, but with the incredible support from Investors Bank, we are so proud to report that 

ideas, creative expression and a passion for truth is alive and well. At least in Queens,” Cato observed. 

 

For the seventh year in a row, Investors Bank is presenting Opening Night Event at the Sumner Redstone 

Theater at the Museum of the Moving Image (MoMI), 36-01 35th Avenue, Astoria, N.Y. Before the film 

screenings, Michael Soloway, an internationally renowned digital accordion artist, will perform and his music 

bring new life to classic film clips.  

 

The theme for the six short films presented on opening night is “Tales of Connectedness, which “looks at how 

we come together,” say the Catos.  Here’s the Opening Night cinema lineup:  

 

 “Embraces & The Touch of Skin” (animation), from Denmark, directed by Sara Koppel;  

“Hard Shadow” (narrative), from Iran, directed by Neda Khanifar;  

“Gold Star” (narrative), from the United Kingdom, directed by Paul Frankl;  

“Retrieval” (narrative), from the United States, directed by Brady Morell;  

“Zugzwang” (narrative), from the U.S., directed by Lars Fuchs; and  

“Extended Stay” (narrative), from the U.S., directed by Paul Kim. 
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Also, Queens World Film Festival will announce the recipient of its 2020 Spirit of Queens award. This year’s 

honoree is Queens native Ray Romano, the stand-up comedian, television and film star (Everyone Loves 

Raymond, Get Shorty, The Irishman) who has been a supporter of the festival for several years.  

 

Doors open at 7 p.m. Admission is $22 per person. 

 

Investor Bank’s sponsorship of Opening Night and the festival’s Young Filmmakers Program (March 29 at noon 

in the Redstone Theater) helps the organizers create an international program that is welcoming and inclusive.  

 

As in past years, Queens World Film Festival is presenting interactive experiences with participating filmmakers. 

Film programming, grouped in thematic blocks, features 211 films from 32 countries – including a first-ever 

entry from Saudi Arabia. 

 

Additional festival facts:  

   • Of New Yorkers whose works are being shown, 25 are from Brooklyn, 24 from Queens, 23 from Manhattan 

and one hails from Staten Island. 

    • Fifteen filmmakers are from Los Angeles – “the biggest number we’ve ever had from L.A.,” said Cato. 

    • Eighty-nine filmmakers are women. 

 

Tickets to Opening Night and the entire festival can be purchased online at Brown Paper Tickets. 

 

About the 2020 Queens World Film Festival  

 

The Queens World Film Festival honors works of independent filmmaking from all over the world, and 

spans ten days in March over the Borough of Queens, as well as year-long educational initiatives and 

screening opportunities for participating filmmakers, past and present. For more details about Queens 

World 2020, visit queensworldfilmfestival.com. 

 

About Investors Bank  

 

Investors Bank, headquartered in Short Hills, New Jersey, is a full-service community bank that has 

been serving customers since 1926. With over $27 billion in assets and a network of more than 145 

retail branches, Investors Bank delivers personalized services and products tailored to the needs of its 

customers. Investors Bank’s banking services include complete deposit, loan and cash management 

products for consumers and businesses.    

 Investors Bank: Member FDIC and Equal Housing Lender. 
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